Obituary 


H O ‘Harry’ Smith Fiop, was a very 
enthusiastic man. From his early days in 
Hardy’s Dorset until the distribution of 
his privately published autobiography 
last year, he became passionately in- 
volved in everything he undertook. 
Early in his career as a Monotype 
keyboard operator, he won _ the 
Monotype Corporation Gold award for 


speed and accuracy. During the second - 


world war he became a commissioned 
officer in the Royal Air Force and had 
his first introduction to teaching as a 
Link trainer instructor. 

Following the end of the war he 
became a teacher at the London School 
of Printing (now the London College of 
Printing) and started courses for de- 
mobbed compositors. This led to him 
becoming responsible for the co- 
ordination of the whole-time students’ 
courses until he left the school in 1960. 

Anyone who came in contact with 
Harry Smith during this time expri- 
enced the benefit of a well organised 
teaching syllabus with a view to practi- 
calities as well as a very prophetic view 
into the future. For it was during this 
time at the LSP that Harry became 
interested and involved with phototype- 
setting. He struck up a relationship with 
George Westover, the inventor of the 
Rotophoto, and in fact managed to 
install a system in the school for testing 
and evaluation purposes. 


This dedication to phototypesetting ° 


led him to make a very courageous 
decision at the age of fifty-five years and 
leave the safe haven of the school for 
the commercial life of Crosfield Elec- 
tronics. He headed up the pioneering 
efforts of Crosfield in marketing the 
Photon range of equipment in a wide 
geographic area and also participated in 
the plans for Crosfield’s own develop- 
ment of phototypesetting equipment. 
Also during the early years of the 
Institute, Harry was an active member 
of the General Council. 

Even when he retired in 1969, he 
involved himself in continuing develop- 
ments in computer typesetting and con- 
ducted introductory courses for new- 
comers joining the industry. He was 
always inquisitive of new developments 
and even though technology developed 
very rapidly since 1969, he showed a 
keen sense of understanding of what 
was happening to the typesetting indus- 
try. He was very proud to have his 
autobiography published last year and 
not only does it give a personal view of 
phototypesetting history, but also is an 
interesting illumination into the social 
history of England during a time of 
rapid change. He will be sorely missed 
by his friends and family. 


Brian Mulholland, miop 
see page 13 
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Book Review 


Dictionary of Printing 
and Publishing 


This is a new title published in October 
by Peter Collin Publishing, part of 
Cassell PLC containing 260 pages of 
words and phrases used in the printing 
and publishing industries. From an ex- 
planation of the A-sizes through dele- 
tion and raster to zip-a-tone everything 
that is used in these industries does 
seem to be included. 

To supplement these words and phra- 
ses, there is a liberal sprinkling of boxes 
throughout the text containing Com- 
ment explanations of such matters as 
House style and Royalties which go 
beyond the actual explanation of the 
word or phrase concerned and perhaps 
relate it to other subjects or give an 
historical background as to the roots of 
the word used. 

Following the text of the dictionary 
section, there is useful information such 
as International Book Fairs, Proof cor- 
rection marks, Printer’s quotation, Book 
formats and paper sizes, Impositions 
and Rate cards. 

There are, in total, about 5000 words 
and expressions explained in this most 
useful publication. 


Dictionary of Printing and Publishing. 
Peter Collin Publishing. 276pp. A5 
Perfect Bound. ISBN 0-948549-09-2. 
£5.95. 

Geoff Bolt 
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